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SUBJECT: TRUDEAU SUPPORTS PANAMA CANAL TREATY 

PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU INDICATED TODAY (MARCH 14) HIS 
STRONG SUPPORT OF THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY DURING THE 
FOLLOWING EXCHANGE WITH A MEMBER OF THE CONSERVATIVE 
OPPOSITION. 

"HEATH MACQUARRIE (CONSERVATIVE): MR. SPEAKER, I WOULD 
LIKE TO DIRECT A QUESTION TO THE PRIME MINISTER, TO WHOM 

1 HAVE GIVEN NOTICE. MY QUESTION CONCERNS THE PANAMA 
CANAL TREATY CURRENTLY UNDER CONSIDERATION BY A 
LEGISLATIVE CHAMBER OF OUR STRONG ALLY AND NEIGHBOUR, 

THE UNITED STATES. I DO NOT INVITE THE PRIME MINISTER 

TO INTRUDE UPON THE DELIBERATIONS OF THE AMERICAN 
SENATE; NEVERTHELESS, IN VIEW OF THE IMPORTANCE TO THE 
COMMERCE AND COMITY OF OUR WESTERN HEMISPHERE AND THE 
WHOLE WORLD OF ASSURED OPEN ACCESS TO THE CANAL, COULD 
THE PRIME MINISTER INDICATE THAT THE CANADIAN GOVERN- 
MENT AND PEOPLE SUPPORT THE EARLY CONCLUSION OF AN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN PANAMA AND THE UNITED STATES AS A 
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VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO HEMISPHERIC AND INTERNATIONAL 
GOODWILL? 

"TRUDEAU: MR. SPEAKER, I APPRECIATE THE WAY IN WHICH 
THE HON. MEMBER HAS ASKED HIS QUESTION BECAUSE CANADA, 

OF COURSE, IS NOT A PARTY TO THIS TREATY. HON. MEMBERS 
ON THIS SIDE OF THE HOUSE AND, I AM SURE, HON. MEMBERS 
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OPPOSITE WOULD NOT WANT TO INTERVENE IN A LEGISLATIVE 
PROCESS WHICH IS CURRENTLY BEFORE THE UNITED STATES 
SENATE. HOWEVER, I THINK I CAN SATISFY THE HON. MEMBER 
BY REFERRING HIM TO THE SO-CALLED DECLARATION OF 
WASHINGTON WHICH WAS SIGNED AND ADHERED TO BY EVERY 
WESTERN LEADER, HEAD OF STATE OR HEAD OF GOVERNMENT, 

WITH ONLY ONE EXCEPTION, WHEN WE CONVENED IN WASHINGTON 
EARLY LAST SEPTEMBER. WE SIGNED THAT DECLARATION OF 
WASHINGTON BECAUSE WE FELT THAT IT WAS A DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
WOULD BRING STABILITY TO THE HEMISPHERE. IF I MAY QUOTE 
TWO PHRASES FROM THAT DECLARATION, I AM SURE THE HOUSE 
WOULD SEE THE POSITION OF THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT AND, 

I BELIEVE, THE CANADIAN PARLIAMENT ON THIS MATTER. 

'WE CONSIDER THAT SETTLEMENT OF THE PANAMA CANAL ISSUE 
REPRESENTED A MAJOR STEP TOWARDS THE STRENGTHENING OF 
RELATIONS AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
ON THE BASIS OF COMMON INTERESTS, EQUALITY AND MUTUAL 
RESPECT FOR THE SOVEREIGNTY AND INDEPENDENCE OF EVERY 
STATE. WE RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE FOR HEMISPHERE AND 
WORLD COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION OF ARRANGMENTS FOR ASSURING 
THE CONTINUING ACCESSIBILITY AND NEUTRALITY OF THE PANAMA 
CANAL. 1 

"THEREFORE, THE GOVERNMENT CERTAINLY JOINS WITH THE VIEW 
EXPRESSED BY THE OPPOSITION THAT THIS TREATY IS 
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CONDUCIVE TO BRINGING GREATER STABILITY TO THE WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE." 

ENDERS 
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